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Online	competition	pledges	£20k	towards	the	design	of	technologies	for	people	living	with	
dementia	
Community	 comes	 together	 to	 pitch	 ideas	 for	 technologies	 to	 improve	 experience	 of	
dementia	
	
17.03.2017	
	
Community-driven	 technologies	 could	 soon	 be	 helping	 families	 living	 with	 a	 diagnosis	 of	
dementia,	thanks	to	a	new	online	competition.	
	
Create4Dementia	will	give	members	of	the	local	community	the	chance	to	propose	ideas	for	
technologies	 to	 help	 enrich	 the	 lives	 of	 people	with	 dementia.	 They	will	 then	 be	 able	 to	
discuss	and	vote	on	each	stage	of	the	development	process,	using	the	LaunchSpot	platform	
developed	by	research	software	developer	Ed	Jenkins	at	Newcastle	University’s	Open	Lab.	
	
Open	Lab	and	Northumbria	University	have	teamed	up	with	Dementia	Care	and	Sunderland	
Software	 City	 to	 deliver	 the	 competition,	 which	 opens	 for	 ideas	 on	 27	 March.	
Create4Dementia	is	the	first	in	a	series	of	LaunchSpot	competitions	to	design	technologies	
for	mental	health.	
	
“It’s	exciting	to	be	a	part	of	a	process	which	aims	to	give	the	designing	power	explicitly	back	
to	the	people	who	will	benefit	from	the	technology	at	hand,”	said	Shaun	Lawson,	Professor	
of	Social	Computing	at	Northumbria	University.	
	
“So	often,	people	with	mental	health	issues	are	sidelined	by	the	services	that	aim	to	affect	
their	 futures.	Create4Dementia	by	Launchspot	 is	 the	 first	 foray	 into	doing	 this	on	a	wider	
scale	 than	 our	 usual	 academic	 workshops,	 and	 of	 course	 with	 the	 potential	 for	 real	 life	
impact	at	the	end	of	the	process.”	
	
There	are	currently	850,000	people	living	with	dementia	in	the	UK,	with	this	number	set	to	
rise	to	over	a	million	by	2025.	
	
“Dementia	not	only	affects	the	person	with	the	diagnosis	of	dementia,	but	can	also	be	really	
difficult	 for	 the	 family	 and	 community	 who	 surround	 the	 person,”	 said	 Kellie	 Morrissey,	
Newcastle	University	Research	Fellow	and	LaunchSpot	team	member.		
	
“At	the	same	time,	people	with	dementia	are	often	underestimated	–	they’re	often	still	able	
to	contribute	in	many	meaningful	ways	to	their	families	and	to	their	communities.	However,	
with	 quite	 limited	 treatment	 available	 at	 the	 moment,	 it’s	 really	 important	 that	 we	 pay	
attention	 to	 the	 sensitive	 design	 of	 new	 technologies	 to	 help	 people	 with	 dementia	 live	
happier,	more	connected	lives	for	longer.”		
	
The	 technology	 developed	 through	 Create4Dementia	 will	 be	 designed	 by	 people	 with	
experience	 of	 dementia,	whether	 in	 their	 personal	 or	 professional	 lives.	 This	 community-
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driven	 approach	 to	 designing	 technologies	 forms	 part	 of	 Open	 Lab’s	 wider	 digital	 civics	
research	agenda.	
	
As	well	as	proposing	ideas	for	technologies,	members	of	the	public	will	be	able	to	comment	
on	 and	 discuss	 other	 proposals,	 with	 the	most	 popular	 ideas	 going	 forward	 to	 a	 judging	
panel.	At	this	point	software	developers	will	be	invited	to	submit	bids	to	make	the	winning	
idea	a	reality,	with	the	community	able	to	scrutinise	each	bid.	
	
Ultimately	the	process	will	lead	to	a	new	technology	for	people	with	dementia,	their	carers	
and	families,	designed	by	the	community.	
	
Our	team	
Ed	Jenkins	
Email:	ed@launchspot.co.uk	
Edward	 Jenkins	 is	 a	 research	 software	 developer	 working	 on	 the	 development	 of	 self-
sustainable	 community	 driven	 applications.	 Edward	 completed	 his	 bachelor’s	 degree	 in	
computer	 science	 at	 Newcastle	 University.	 Edward	 holds	 a	 strong	 interest	 in	 mobile	
application	 development,	 web-design	 and	 graphic	 design	 with	 the	 intent	 of	 creating	
scaleable	systems	and	clean	interfaces.		
	
Nataly	Birbeck	
Email:	nataly@launchspot.co.uk	
Nataly	 is	 currently	 a	 researcher	 in	 Digital	 Civics	 at	 Open	 Lab.	 She	 did	 an	 undergraduate	
degree	in	Sociology	at	Newcastle	University,	graduating	in	2011,	and	after	this	she	worked	
as	a	Research	Assistant	in	the	Faculty	of	Health	Sciences	at	York	St	John	University.	Nataly	is	
particularly	interested	in	mental	health	challenges	and	how	digital	technologies	can	create	a	
platform	for	individuals	to	interact	and	help	those	who	need	it.	Her	PhD	project	at	Open	Lab	
focuses	 on	 designing	 processes	 for	 ensuring	 the	meaningful	 participation	 of	marginalised	
populations	in	designing	for	their	futures.	
	
Tom	Nappey	
Email:	thomas.nappey@newcastle.ac.uk	
Tom	 has	 made	 the	 website	 and	 our	 various	 media	 look	 as	 great	 as	 it	 does	 today.	 His	
background	is	set	in	the	field	of	industrial	design	where	he’s	gained	experience	working	with	
major	companies	including	Unilever,	Philips,	Mars,	Bowers	&	Wilkins	and	Unilever	to	name	
but	 a	 few.	 His	 role	 as	 a	 designer	 is	 mainly	 centred	 around	 the	 ideation,	 design	 and	
fabrication	 of	 micro	 electronics	 hardware	 with	 expertise	 in	 3D	 modelling	 software	 and	
render	packages	 to	produce	 industry	 standard	mass	manufacturable	designs.	His	previous	
pieces	of	work	have	involved	the	collaborations	of	multi-disciplinary	teams	where	his	skills	
have	also	been	applied	to	developing	the	UI/UX	of	user	based	platforms	and	services.	
	
Kellie	Morrissey	
Email:	kellie@launchspot.co.uk	
Kellie	 is	a	psychologist	by	background.	Her	 research	 focuses	on	the	experiences	of	people	
with	dementia	and	their	carers,	and	the	potential	for	digital	design	and	technology	to	help	
them	live	meaningful	and	connected	lives	within	their	communities.	She	carried	out	her	PhD	
in	 the	 School	 of	 Applied	 Psychology,	 University	 College	 Cork,	 and	within	 that	 project	 she	



worked	 within	 nursing	 homes,	 where	 she	 explored	 the	 potential	 for	 digital	 musical	
interactions	 to	 create	 opportunities	 for	 performing,	 connecting	 with	 one	 another,	 and	
belonging	in	community.	
	
Shaun	Lawson	
Email:	shaun.lawson@northumbria.ac.uk	
Shaun	 was	 appointed	 the	 Uk’s	 first	 Professor	 in	 Social	 Computing	 in	 2011.	 His	 research	
primarily	 explores	 the	 use	 and	 significance	 of	 social	 media,	 and	 other	 digital	 services,	 in	
people’s	 lives	 and	 he	 has	 conducted	 applied	work	 in	 areas	 such	 as	 health	 and	wellbeing,	
politics	 and	 activism,	 and	 sustainability.	 His	 current	 focus	 is	 on	 the	 convergence	 of	
broadcast	and	social	media	in	political	and	societal	context	and	on	how	technology	is	used	is	
support	mental	health,	wellbeing	and	social	support	and	cohesion.	
	
About	Dementia	Care	
Dementia	Care	was	set	up	as	a	registered	charity	in	1993	to	provide	services	for	people	with	
dementia	and	their	carers.	They	provide	specialist	care,	support	and	advice	to	people	with	
dementia	and	other	neurological	disorders,	 such	as	acquired	brain	 injury,	 stroke,	multiple	
sclerosis	and	Parkinson’s	disease.	They	also	help	carers	and	family	members	by	sharing	their	
knowledge	through	offering	training	and	advice	on	practical	care	support	and	when	needed,	
specialised	respite	care.	
	
About	Sunderland	Software	City	
Established	 in	2008,	 the	private	sector	 initiated,	publicly	backed	Sunderland	Software	City	
brings	 together	 the	 best	 of	 the	 public,	 private	 and	 educational	 sectors	 to	 generate	 a	
sustainable	 software	 industry	 in	 the	 region	 and	 drive	 the	 development	 of	 world-class	
software	businesses.	
	
About	Open	Lab	
We	are	 an	 interaction	 design	 and	 ubiquitous	 computing	 research	 group	 called	Open	 Lab,	
based	at	Newcastle	University.	Established	 in	2008,	 the	group	 is	 led	by	Patrick	Olivier	and	
has	a	core	team	of	around	eighty	researchers.	Our	work	focuses	on	the	experience-centred	
design	of	digital	technology	and	the	applied	challenges	in	ubiquitous	computing.	
	
About	Northumbria	University	
Northumbria	 is	 a	 research-rich,	 business-focused,	 professional	 university	 with	 a	 global	
reputation	for	academic	excellence.	It	is	based	in	the	heart	of	Newcastle	upon	Tyne,	which	
is	regularly	voted	the	best	place	in	the	UK	for	students.	Northumbria	is	top	ten	in	the	UK	for	
the	 number	 of	 graduates	 entering	 professional	 employment	 and	 nine	 out	 of	 ten	 of	
graduates	are	working	or	studying	six	months	after	graduation.	They	are	ranked	21st	out	of	
111	universities	in	the	2014	Times	Higher	Education	Student	Satisfaction	Survey.	
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